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RIGHT TO FOOD: A SOCIO-LEGAL INTERPRETATION OF NA“ONAL
FOOD SECURITY BILL

Dr.G.. Shafma
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€ every individyg| and every
organization has certain obligations with regard to the hum

an rights of the People they
affect, itis national governments that carry the primary obligation to assure that People 3re
abletolivein dignity.

There are some fundamental things that people re
dignity, and therefore they should be recognized as having ri
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rights are spelled out in international human rights law. Whil

The right to food is one of the most basic human ri

ghts, closely linked to the right
tolife. No government practice or action can be allowed to d
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ne right inevitably affects the
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the protection of all human rights, including the right to fo
include only legal Provisions on paper, but their adequat
redress. The right to food in particular, must be made just
suffering from the pangs of hunger are also being denied
civil and political rights, or economic, social and cultural
rights are not affected by natural causes or a lack of resources, but rather by systemic
negligence and ineffective distribution. The objective of this paperis to see that the Right to
Food is legally recognized as a fundamental rightin India thereby putting an end to death
dueto hunger, malnutrition and starvation.

From a nation dependent on food im

only self-sufficient in grain production, but
made by

free Indi

ports to feed its population, India today is not

. sS
also has a substantial reserve. The progre

. . i f
agriculture in the last four decades has been one of the biggest success stories 0
a. Agriculture and allied activities ¢

. the
onstitute the single largest contributor to
Gross Domestic Product, almost 33

o out
% of it. Agriculture is the means of livelihood of ab
enough food to feed its entire peop

ithasin the past. When therearer
usually attributed to short-term n

le. India no longer suffers through large-scale far_ni‘nesot,
apid increases in hunger in some parts of India, itS n .
atural events such as hurricanes or droughts. Thesetahis
described as transitory, episodic events, temporary deviations from normal. However
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malnutrition in the country. Temporary disruptionsin the food system by natural cf disaste’
. 0
are dis € only because they live so close to the edge

L8R Shodh Shree / April - June 2012

astrous for so many peopl|

jssn 22775



ol pormal conditions India could teed it entire peop
e

le, but it g \
' oesn't, : .
jtions that ate not maltormany millions of Peoplein Ing L The chronic
\‘\;h

laare unaccept

pequitements of human dlgmty able in terms of
[}

(he hast

the problems are not rooted in the vagaries of

atural phenomena, byt |
, but in
Jdded political and economic patterns. There deeply

are massive governmental programs for

N ¢. but still the problems persist. Enormous
ymounts of money are spent on such programs, Yet, somehow, the benefits don't reach the

people who need them most. There is a story now unfolding that he|
(hings cango sowrong, The central government of India b
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ding poor ¢ hildren, providing subsidized foods, et

PS us to understand how

asbeen storing many millions of tons of
graln while people are starving. That is not new. What is new is that a human rights organization

in India, the People's Union of Civil Liberties (PUCL, an NGO of Rajasthan), has challenged this
practice In the Supreme Court of India. Light is being shined into places that had been well
hidden, and the scandalis being thoroughly aired in Indian media.

Article 21 of the Constitution of India guarantees a fundamental right to life
liberty. The expression in this Article has been judicially interpreted to mean a life with
human dignity and not mere survival or animal existence. In the light of this, the State is
obliged to provide for all those minimum requirements which must be satisfied in order to
enable a person to live with human dignity, such as education, health care, just and humane
conditions of work, protection against exploitation etc. In the view of the Commission, the
Right to Food is inherent to a life with dignity, and Article 21 should be read with Articles
39(a) and 47 to understand the nature of the obligations of the State in order to ensure the
effective realisation of this right. Article 39(a) of the Constitution, enunciated as one of the
Directive Principles, fundamental in the governance of the country, requires the Staté to
direct its policy towards securing that the citizens, men and women equally, have th.e right
to an adequate means to livelihood. Article 47 spells out the duty of the Stét.e.to raise the
level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people as a primary responsibility.

The reading of Article 21 together with Articles 39(a).and 47, pla;:eas tr:j:zsnl::;
food security in the correct perspective, thus making the'nght .to F'o:;medgy e
Fundamental Right which is enforceable by virtue of the constltutu?nat. el B
Under Article 32 of the Constitution. The requirements of the Const|tnualioon:' Covena,nt i
e consonant with, the obligations of the State under the 1966 InTter

the Economic, social and Cultural Rights to which Indiais a party.
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conclusion -The cases described throughout the
pointed to the indivisibility of all human rights. Allt
are also being denied other basic human right
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hose suffering from, th
s, be they civil and
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distribution.

The right to food is implicitly recognized in such provision

' - s as the right to life, the
right to health and the right to economic, social ang cultural development, which sre
expressly recognized under the Constitution of India. The right to food is inseparably linked
to the dignity of human beings and is therefore essential for the enjoyment and fulfilmen:

of suchother rights as health, education, work and political participation.

Therefore, we as responsible and enlightened citizens should contribute to
enforce the Right to Food without any compulsions. Though the proposed Bill has been
passed by lower house (Lok-Sabha) of parliament yet it has to go through the touch-stone.
Itis the duty of the state, as a welfare state, to ensure adequate food and nutrition for its
people. There is a saying in awadbhi (brij) that “Bhookhe Bhajan Na Hoyen Gopala” which
means that hungry stomachs can't even worship properly let alone achieving other feats i.n
life. Our government should first ensure food for all, and then only the people of this
country would be able to contribute to the progress and development.
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