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Research Paper- Sociology 

Globalization and IndianAgrarian Society 

* DrGL Sharma ** Dr YK Sharma 

by, and resulting in, increasing cross-border flows of 
goods, services, money, people, information and cul-
ture." This means that there is more travel and tourism, 

set of values. 

*** Shantee- Kuteer'"81, Vishvesariya Vistar, Triveni Nagar, Jaipur 
Globalization can be described as the "process fuelled national and international level which support the i 
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immigration, investment, trade, economic reforms, ac- for development and wealth creation; problerns of un-culturation and on the wholea creation of a universal employment, inequality and poverty. Major impacts of 

Different people have different perceptions of glo-balization. Some see it as a beneficial process-some-thing that leads to economic development in the world and is inevitable. On the other hand, certain people believe that it increases inequality within nations, causes unemployment, deteriorates living standards, and prevents social progress. In this research paper, We will outline the positive and negative effects of globalization on agrarian society. In addition to this, we 

October, 2011 

will then attempt to present a case to reinforce our belief that globalization, at large, has in fact helped improve quality of life and living standard of people. Impacts ofGlobalization: 
AtaGlance Internationalization ofEconomic 

Activity, Trade and Finance; Global Liberalization, Domestic and International Technological Changes; ITRevolution (Speed and Cost); Improvements in Trans portation:; Containerized Shipping; Globalised Produc-tion Structures; Stateless Corporations (MNCs like IBM etc). Factors such as trade, investment, technol-ogy, cross-border production systems, flow of infor-mation and communication, policies and institutions, capital market liberalization, international standards for labour, the environmental issues, corporate behavio° and other issues, agreements on intellectual property rights, and other policies pursued at both the 

gration of economies and countries. 
Somesocial dimensions ofglobalization: 

security, culture and identity; new potential 

The term globalization means International Integra-
tion. It is a process through which the diverse world is 
unified into a single society. Canadian Philosopher zamindar and biswedars; Higher levels of fconsurmption: Herbert Marshal Mc-Luhan (1911-80) derived the term 
Global Village in this reference. Opening up of world 

trade, development ofadvanced means ofcommunica-
tion, internationalisation of financial markets, growing 
importance of MNC and apposes, population migra 
tions and more generally increased mobility of per-
sons, goods, capital, data and ideas are some charac-
teristics of globalization. 

globalization on Indian Rural Economy are-Rapid trans 
formation ofagrarian society from subsistenceecOnGm 
to market economy; Abolition of intermediaries such 

Development ofcredit facilities; Technological advance. 
ment; emergence of various associations and institu 
tions; empowerment of rural women etc. 
SuicidalTendency in India1 Farmers: 

Suicide epidemic among farmers is not a product of 
our society. Mass farmer suicides were unknown in 
India before the 1990s. Nor are they random and unex 
plainable: they follow a pattern. About eighty six per 
centofthe farmers who commit suicide are in debt. Forty 
percenthad suffereda crop failure, the majority are small farmers (with less than five acres of land), and are grow ing cash crops for export. Cotton is one of India's main cash crops, and one of the highest concentrations of suicides is among cotton farmers. Roughly half of all farmer suicides Occur in the Vidarbha region ofcentral India, where there are more than three million cotton farmers. 

Studies revealed the connection betvween crushing debt, failed harvests, small plots, cash crops and the incidence ofsuicide. The process ofglobalization in the form of economic reforms have played lead role in sul cide epidemic. Indian farmers can no longer count on their own food production to stave off hunger and are ncreasingly subject to the global food crisis created by new imperialism. The Revolution article, "The Global Food Crisis...and the Ravenous System of Capitalism" points out:"Third World countries have been forced to shilt much of their food productioD away firom subsis tence crops to high value exports. They have been pressured to open up their markets to checap food im ports. As a result, local food production for domestic consumption has been undercut. 
Food security is an especially crucial component of national security in Indian Society. However, with eco 
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Internationa! Referred Research Journal, October, 2011. ISSN- 0974-2832, RNI-RAJBIL 2009/29954:VoLl *ISSUE-33 nomic liberalization has come the entry of cheaper for- buoyant market for expansion of industry and services. cign agricultural goods into the country and the re- and making substantial contribution 1o the nationa! alofagricultural subsidies for Indian farmers, which 
will threaten food security in the future. With a reduc 
Win the role of the state to ensure food security and ventual takeover by market forces, there is sure to ea decrease in the access to food for the poorest Indian citizens. 
Conclusion: 

Agriculture sector is the mainstay of the rural Indian economy around which socio-economic privileges and 
deprivations revolve, and any change in its structure is likely to have a corresponding impact on the existing pattern of social equality. No strategy of economic re-form can succeed without sustained and broad based 
agricultural development, which is critical for raising living standards, assuring food security, generating 
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economic growth. 
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The lesson of recent experience is that a cOuntry must carefully choose a combination of poicies that best enables it to take the opportunity -while zvoiding the pitfalls. India, which is now the fourth targest economy in terms of purchasing power parity, may 
within ten years. 
overtake Japan and become third major economic power 

Economic reforms have brought a measure of pros perity. The need is of those reforms tailor made for the Indian scenario. It should be keeping in mind Indiz's unique problems, parameters., vis-à-vis its huge rural agricultural background and not thoughtless impie mentation of a "one-size-fits-all" neo-liberal reforms 
approach. A lready Latin America and much ofEastAsia have shown that that approach will never work 

*Alex Renton. "india's hidden climate change catastrophe," The Independent, January 2, 20|.* Andrew Malone. "The GM 
Genocide: Thousands of Indian Farmers are committing suicide after using genetically modified crops," Eurasia Critic, Qtoher 

2908,* Centre for Human Rights and Global Justice, "Every Thirty Minutes: Farmer Suicides, Human Rights, and the Agrarisan 
Crisis in India." New York: NYU School of Law, 2011.* Dr G L Shama and Dr Y K Sharma, "Social Problems in Mo£ern Indis 
(Hindi". Jaipur: University Book House Pvt Ltd, 2008.* Dr. Subhash Pandurang Jadhao, "lmpact of Modem Globalization on 
indian Agric1itural Sector" Research Paper-Commerce, Shodh, Samiksha aur Mulyankan (International Research Journal), ISSN 

974-2832, Voi. I. ssue-I 1-12 (Dec.2009-Jan.2010).* Every 30 Minutes: Crushcd by Debt and Neoliberal Reforms, indan 
Farimers Commit Suicide at Staggering Rate, Democracy Now!, May 11, 2011. P. Sainath, "Neo-Liberal Terrorism in Indis: The 
Lrgest *ave of Suicides in History." Counterpunch, February 12. 2009. Shubham Mehta, "Socioogical analysis of Globalizatian 
ae 1ts mpact on Indian Rural Economy", KIIT School of Rural Management, Bhubaneswar. 
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